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apparently, a complete absence of chest symptoms. Sputa of any kind are seldom obtained in the case of young children, and haemoptysis is extremely rare; night sweats are symptomatic of rickets rather than of phthisis, and the pulse is proverbially fitful and unreliable in the young subject.
Of physical signs, percussion is apt to fail, on account of the scattered nature of the tubercular deposit, and of its having but little proclivity to the apex, while the presence of dulness, even if detected, may be due simply to a piece of collapsed lung; feebleness of the respiration may be owing to the same cause, while a degree of harshness in the inspiration is so natural to the child, as to have won for it the name of "puerile" breathing, when heard in the adult. Bronchophony has often to be judged of by the fitful cry of the infant, and deep inspirations cannot be obtained for the.
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